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one recognizable deposit. Often there is no distinct
line of demarcation between two or more layers,
while again there may be considerable depths of
barren sand or earth between the strata of remains.
In the former case we can safely assume that one
culture superseded another or was a development of
its predecessor, and hence the cultures represented
were probably of the same race or people; whereas
in the latter case we can assume with equal certainty
that one culture or civilization disappeared and ail-
other took its place in the same locality after a gap
of many years or even centuries, and that there is
probably no racial connection between the two. Such
a condition only adds to the mystery of the whole
matter, however. Why, we may well ask, did one
highly cultured or civilized race die out or disappear,
and why, centuries Iater9 should another race develop
a culture or civilization of a different character in
practically the same spot? 'No one can offer an an-
swer. If each succeeding culture was more advanced
than those preceding it we might think that the
people profited by their forerunners' examples and
improved upon them. But not infrequently the later
cultures were inferior to those of earlier date and
showed no proofs of having been influenced by them.
Prominent among these prehistoric mysterious
cultures is that known as the Nasca from the fact
that it centered about the Nasca district in and
around the present cities of Pisco and lea in central
Peru. Here, over a vast area of desert country be-
tween the Pacific and the Andes, dwelt a race of
people who developed a ceramic art in many ways
unexcelled by any other prehistoric American race.